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Of course, we can't leave out items. Grim Dawn's inventory management comes with a
variety of different item types. You can equip items that have stats, attack power, defense
power, attack speed or attack range. You can use items for multiple purposes or just for the

pure healing or offensive bonus they provide. Some items can be equipped two ways, to
give you more options.Other items can be equipped two or three ways. Grim Dawn is a
triple-A game, in the strictest sense of the word. The story and dialogue are quite good.
Some of the characters are memorable. The voice acting is often quite good. And the

overall production values are quite high. But it's not a big budget game. The music has
been licensed from the various songs that were used in the popular video game Fortnite.

But most of those games are free. Action RPGs tend to favor players that wield swords and
guns. And they rightfully do. Most genres favor something to hit with your hand. Yet Grim
Dawn champions the lowly dagger. As a melee or ranged combatant, you have only two at
your disposal and you must charge your attacks, lest you end up dead. Melee attacks are a
little harder in the game. Swords and guns are easier, but anything with a yellow health bar
will fall soon, even if you have green health. There are several available options for weapon

upgrades in Grim Dawn, including augmentations to improve your existing weapon,
weapon tinker recipes that can make you a better weapon regardless of the kind, and

gems that make you more powerful with your current weapon. Action RPGs also tend to
favor enemies that make you spend cash to defeat, and bandits are going to be your worst
enemy - because they're everywhere. They'll exploit your defenses and flanks to make a

getaway. Combat in Grim Dawn is a constant struggle between your expenditure of
resources to defeat these enemies and how much stuff you have left when you finally take

them down. Combat is focused.
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That isn't to say Grim Dawn has an awful story, it's just that it quickly descends into the
usual character-building tropes - your feelings for your fellow fighters, your immediate

reaction to conflicts that arise, the stories you find in the environment. But it's played out
in the real world (no, that's not a complaint), not in fantasy. Ditto for the characters. The

most memorable character in Grim Dawn is the first one you meet - a prisoner who is
barely a character at all. His few lines and various actions communicate his desire to fight,
but little more. And the NPCs that have any personality at all are typically prisoners, and
are mostly just there to be more cannon fodder.In the first act, you'll spend most of your
time playing a dungeon crawler. You get your primary objective - destroy or complete the

dungeon - but you spend lots of time farming for XP, exploring dungeons for treasure
chests and other stuff, and fighting tougher enemies. It's a lot of fun, until it all starts to run

together. You start to see a lot of repetitions in enemies and environments, and it takes
forever to explore the maps (which you have to do so you can find all of the desecrated
shrines). And after a while, the encounters in dungeons start getting boring as well, and

you start to see the first signs of a bigger gripe with Grim Dawn - it all feels like a bunch of
standard platforming or first-person shooter action. The same three main enemies are just

slightly different versions of each other; the same handful of dungeons are just slightly
different; and the same handful of effects - wall-jumping, block-jumping, teleporting,

shooting, killing, etc. - are used in every encounter. When you stand out in a crowd, it's
usually by being good at one of these things.And this is also where Grim Dawn has a

significant problem: its combat system isn't really designed to be a "game", but rather it's
designed to be a tool to be used in whatever way the player wants, whenever they

want.Combat is handled via a mechanic called ''penalty's'. Each enemy in the game has a
small "penalty counter" that shows how likely they are to strike you if you attack them. You
can add a perk or try to avoid their attack (by dodging), but you have to do so at a cost in
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your own action points. You can't just attack a dragon, then turn and leave - you have to
run around it to attack it, a process that is slow and that leaves you open to attack.In Grim

Dawn, just like in WoW, you spend half your time running and the other half you spend
fighting. And as in WoW, you can spend the time in between fighting trying to figure out
what to do. The difference is that you can't spend time getting some combination of XP,

experience points, and/or epic loot - you can spend the time, but then you miss out on the
progress you've made while you do. And because you're wearing armor, you're almost

always going to fall behind in levels. So if you do spend your time inbetween fighting and
running, you're probably going to be fighting for a long time to catch up.Trying to play with
the system is difficult, because you have to learn to pace yourself properly. You can't just

keep running around an enemy and you can't just run from one fight to the next.
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