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The Bonanno family was led by John Lucchese, a former Luciano gang associate. He was tough,
ruthless, and well-respected. His strength came from the ability to work within established Italian-
American gangs as well as his relationship with the commission leadership. A critical component of
his success was his alliance with Vincent Mangano, also a former Luciano gang member. While the
Bonannos and the Lucianos were bitter enemies, there was cooperation between the two gangs. As
their fortunes declined, they adopted each others criminal techniques and saw each others success.
From this, they inherited their respective membership rosters. With the groundwork for later attacks
on organized crime by federal, state, and local law enforcement, the Reagan administration adopted
the counterterrorist National Commission (NC) report. The NC recommendation – to target the
financial infrastructure of criminal organizations – was adopted at the 1986 meeting of the National
Commission on Chemical (now Chemical Weapons) and Biological Warfare. Commission staffer
Carole Bonnano authored a 120-page segment of the report outlining Cosa Nostras role in chemical
and biological weapons in order to inform the US response to terrorism. Bonnano received the 1989
Drug Enforcement Administration Meritorious Service Medal for her efforts. This report was critical in
helping the US Government define and craft its post-September 11 response to terrorism, including
the War on Terrorism funding of international police and intelligence exchange and policing
cooperation with like-minded nations. In the course of its preparation, Bonnano became friends with
Walter Mack, the head of the NC and one of the commissioners who proposed its creation. As NC
consultant, Bonnano helped draft, and then wrote, a 50-page section of the NC report on Cosa Nostra
(Bonanno 2004 ).
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In the 1980s, federal law enforcement increased its ability to monitor Cosa Nostra groups on an
international level. Congress passed additional money to the government, providing money to tackle
the heroin epidemic, money laundering, and money cooperation between criminal organizations. The

money for these purposes covered an array of criminal investigators and equipment. The INS later
attracted similar funding (Sullivan 1995 ). Also in the 1980s, Congress passed a RICO statute to deal
with international money laundering operations that often involved organized crime, especially the

Cosa Nostra. This enabled US law enforcement to approach money laundering as a separate offense
under US law, instead of as a type of money conspiracy (Sullivan 1995 ; Eisinger 1998 ). The FBI, in

concert with the US Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, the IRS, and the National Crime
Information Center, adopted a heightened concern to penetrate illegal gambling operations. In 1969,

Attorney General Edward Levi directed the FBI to focus on Cosa Nostra's infiltration into the Las
Vegas casino industry. When this mission failed, agents turned their attention to illegal gambling

operations within the states they covered. The commission of Cosa Nostras most well-known crimes
began with their killing of Giuseppe Colletti in March 1909. The traditional location of the killers (see
Map 3.1 ) is the intersection of New Jersey Avenue and Linden Avenue. This location has remained

the same for over a century, adding to the reliability of this address. The location of the killings was
carefully chosen by Dontas Monacelli, who was elected President of the New York City commission.

At the time, Bonanno family members were heavily involved in the narcotics traffic (DeStefano 2006
). When Monacelli was murdered in 1916, Giuseppe Masseria assumed control of the commission.

Masseria was well respected in this role. His control was challenged by his good friend Joe Masseria,
Jr., but eventually he, too, was killed in 1922. At the time, Joe Masseria, Jr. had no children, so the

succession was disputed. The other three members of the Commission voted to support Joe Aversis,
a Bonanno soldier who was the oldest of the four brothers of Joe and Dominick Masseria. Among the

influential New Yorkers who were associated with this family was New York governor Benjamin O.
Davis. He was considered a reliable person who was well liked by all. He was a friend of Joe Aversis

and was able to persuade the other three commissioners to support Aversis to maintain unity and to
keep New York City within the Cosa Nostra. 5ec8ef588b
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